Clinical Texting Among Medical Trainees of the University of British Columbia [Formula: see text].
We believe cellphone text messages are commonly used in medical practice whether in rural or urban settings and that clinical photos are often attached to them. Our interest is the use of this technology to provide dermatology service to rural and remote British Columbia. Concern has been expressed about the security of confidential information and adequacy of privacy protection in such an application. We have found little published information about the extent of texting in rural and remote settings (and none in our jurisdiction) or the number and nature of privacy breaches that have actually occurred as a result. To obtain such information, we first set out to survey medical practitioners about their actual use. The results reported here are from medical trainees enrolled with the University of British Columbia who are in both rural and urban settings.